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——_NCE you have been vleafed 
| to defire my Opinion, whether 

W a truly religious Man may with 
> a ſafe Conſcience deal in Stock- 
MS) Jobbing ? I ſhall freely impart to 
you my. Thoughts thereon : But in Order, to 
examine this Queſtion thoroughly, I muſt 
firſt define what I underſtand by Religion, 
and a religious Man. 

As then if there had been no Tranſgreſ- 
ſion, thete would have been no Law; ſo i 
our firſt Parents had perſiſted in that State 
of 1 wherein they were created, 
there had 8 no need of Religion; that 
is to ſay, if they had remain'd in a conti- 
| tual Union with their Maker, the Duties 
of Adoration and Obedience had never been 
| interrupted, and then there would have bo 
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1451 


2 


All thoſe innate Paſſions, Affections, and firong 


ve. Oceagen for ſuch Exerciſes of the 


© which de now call Religion. 
1 3 ö Now, as that State 'of Innocency confift> . 
did in Man's fixing his Love and chief Deſires 
his Maker, and living in an entire 
Obedience and Dependance upon him; ſo 
his Fall was occaſioned through his turning 
away his Deſires from God, and willing; A 
Property of his own, even fo as 2 4 miglit 
be like God, and have in himſelf the Know- 
ledge of Good and Evil; and this became 
the Origiasl and Source of Sin, whereby all 
humant” Nature is corrupted; and. ſubjefted 
under the Dominion of various Luſts, Paſſions, 
and carnal Affections, which reign in the Souls 
Men, drawing their Love and Deſires to the. 
reatures, and the periſhing Enjoy ments of this 
Life, and diyerting them from their chief and 
everlaſting ; Happineſs, which conſiſts only in 
the Enjoyment, of * Creator, and being 
eternally. united to PP 
Tbe Word Religion then, is what 1 take 
to ſigniſie properly (eſpecially if the adjective 
True be joined with 51 10 much the out · 
ward Cult or Form of Worſhip, eſtabliſhed” 
by different Sects, in different Ways; as that 
inward and, ſpiritual Exerciſe whereby the 
Soul, convinc'd of its loft and undone Con- 
dition, whilſt under the Influence of the Fall, 
is in à continual Struggle and Warfare againſt 


„ . 


Eu} BY ActO, / 


To. 


Propenſities, which holds it captive to the 
5 Creatures, and to. the Vanities, of this World; 
and ſubmits its ſelf to the Conduct and Ope- 
—_ le ok ration 


— 
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E74 
ration. of. that Meaſure of Grace which i 1 
has Fall far, the fubdying ang. 85 A 
I iy its 0 nful Incl; 1 18 0 | 
ming, | Carry 1 Nature 
Rorite 10 ta 5 Bp ed. State of Dy s 
"gd its Great 15 ſo it may be mag 
aa to 15 11 that 5 60 an 
or ſhip Which is 79 in „ 
And conſe uvently him Try to be a 
truly religious Man, 175 KR continu- 
al Perſeverance in this - Exerci and orders 
Ins tle Life and Converſation” Wogen diogly. 
Such! He one, Hioweyer, will meet with great 
ti continual Oppolition from the grand Ene 
my of Mankind, and wilt, find himſelf beſet 
With Snares and Temptations on 175 Side, 
and ſuited | to, every State and Condition he 
is to paſs ws at ; fo that when he has in 
300d Meaſure reform'd his qutward Cr 
ation, and overcome the grofſer Pollutio 
the Enemy wilt change his Battery, and atta 
him in a more hidden and cloſe Manner tg 
draw him into ſpiritual Vices, which, tho? the 
95 not appear outwardly to the Eyes of Men, 
0 850 tend to allienate the Sgul from 
od as much as the more 1 Defilements, 


Ay. are indeed more da erous; becauſa 
if a ſerious Man may have been overtaken, 
A rorie'd into any ſcandalous Sin, when, 

comes to reff lech. his Conſcience ſmites him, 
and Horror of his Crime gives him no Reſt, 
tin thro”. a ſincere Repentance he has reco- 
ered the Favour'g God again: Whereas theſg 
Lerdt and inward Sing, got being repreſented 
td 


60. 
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7755 3 


rather with a--Shew of ſome Good, or at lea 

of being indifferent, the 75 pan upon the Mind 
imperceptibly, and whilſtt Man reſrains from 
publick Vices, and keeps ſtrictly, to the out- 


5 


a all were well with hi 
mining 'the Bottom of h 
che. accurſed thing. 


hteous than others, and takes up his Reſt; Is 
bi without 99s exã- 


Rear to bad out 


Ode ſo apt to prevail upon the Minds of religi- 


gious Men, as that of the inordinate Love and 
Deſire of wotldly Riches. They appear as 4 


Good, becaufe, as theWorld is now conſtituted, 
they are abſolutely neceſſary for the ſupplying 
the Conveniencies' of Life, and the making 
fome reaſonable Proviſion for our Poſterity, nor 
can we without them perform that great Duty 


of relieying the Poor; to which Ends we are 


commanded to uſe our Induſtry: but then 
n the other hand, we are told of the Peceit 
Falneſß of Riches, and that the Love of Money is 
"the Root of all Evil; yr! our bleſſed Saviour 
ys poſitively, that tis eaſier for 4 Camel to af 
. through the Eye of 4 Needle, t an for 4 rich fs 

to enter into Tha Xing dom of Heaven : who like- 
_ wiſe praQtis'd the moſt perſect Poverty in his 
' own. Perſon: for tho? he was Lord of all Thing 
yet he would not aſſume to himſelf ſo much 
| Propriety in this World, as to have where tg 
hy his Head; nor was he Owner of ſo much 
Money as would pay his Taxes, till he had 
- cam it 7 4 Miracle: Peter alſo was 


Yoor 


60 us under the open Appearance 5 Evil, 11 


ard Profeſſion, he is apt to think himſelf more 


of all theſe ſ . Sh there! is ardly any 
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48 8575 
1 11 t hem, ' ow 2851 | 
468 f 525 as 1 5 a. che 45 705 1 
are A 25 th ue 
few of 8 0, NTT: the 
8 their 5 107 17 ME? 7 Such; as 
S r ing, Oppreſſion, Extortign, 


al Adyaus ane on con- 
eripg eller th caling 
5 i 1 1 fairly 1 


obig 
© 19 i ge og rl 0 File tro 5 of 86h ? 
Neighbour, In "Vc VE, Ee iro 
em, | ſome fall into the extream of ip ſort 
yarice,as even to ſtarve themſelvesin 10 1 | 
their Abundance; while 170 Gad 
| ak Fray Profeſſors) indulge thewſel ves Ane 
les, and in the Enjoy i t 100 
eren this Life, like 9] reſt of. t bel 0 
8011 But a Man who is truly ei 19 VA 
8 his bn Heart, will come ro di 1 
eſeextreams, and find cba s Hal ppineſs 
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vatwadrd [00 
other 7b n the 
0 aps ; for 


a quit Canſci 
A ning 7 ug whereof Sees wil 


4 Yen im ſelr Gow tliof momenta [ 
08 tons_whith be finds to 1 19 5 ; 
| | h ent „dach ; 
FE As of thr 15 . 00 
rs ; 
Bf thi te jones $f chk as 
| 44 es, he ſoon dilct vers bow 
dan AbtiVate RR ae aw his 
Hear __ _ fo as to en ge Bier a Con- 
38385 Hcatiqh to mertae ut then 
Fest that this can 79 0 ly Bone wat. 


tt 1 into mea Cares 
- 


ment of 


cus“ aud Diltrs tions, * 120 
"thief Sen of Be ne Grace, | 
| Aion, La ge the Soul from 
1 55 Gl „ Paſſions, and 
None e 53 as the 
Vu reby, it can d' for the 
_ Attaigmne ts, chicfelt H app! e, the 
4 9 ce e ee, 
 "thedb tis ch eg Pxperiences, 90 Anßnite- 
10 bal E Euj Feen rügen thoſe whictr 
teerly carnat, Jad periſh with the ufi 
tie is 17 95 willibg to quit the one, at he ma 
5 2 10 fs,tlie other; And 13 he f erates h 
fires and "becomes more indifferent in his | 
'worl 7 Concerts, with a firtn Faith that God 
105 order every thing for his Good, contenting | 
ia Competency, and Not repining at | 


| : ie D beets that may befathim, r 
1 15 he ſhould be cefuced to Poverty : * 


I be fach 


"Hh 


1 Aud Puſſy te 
Ea inſatiable Covetouſneſh 2 85 up and in- 
Dh ſe his Ricbes, or l ' the contrary mm thc 

Nurbouſly, 190 ge iet in all 
che Van ies of Wy World; er the Apoſt 


Mal pes to be; tht Lan of "Ihe 1 
Lo FE of Ie Ele, of an thy Pride of Life. 

ays of avidin them, Wl 
bits 


Þy «pl 

by Feit anufaCtures; by a con ei- 

Fee Gain 1 in the b apd fl. of uſeful 
0 LA fie i en e, b 


by 


pradtife with a good Conſeience, ; arc, 
in bie in n How Handi. 


Lending fiis* at a moderateTAteralt;' b 
Fs 2 95 "he je ofeſlions} as they con- 
duce ro che Welfate of Mankind; and the good 


M ; 
Societies, or, in RT uſing any other wa 
1 "Bulineſs or Taff Fog oy it elf; a 
Fendipp' ro Bettiment or Loſe of others. 
And this 1385 Hife&Hly to tbe Queſtion you 
5 d to proßoſe: hether Sock. 
4 Sort of Se as 4 coriſcientions 


"Man, inlay without concern Himſelf in”? 
Now to form! ari ment of this Mat- 

fer, we oupht firſt to hat we mean 
155 ahd Stock. Jobbii 17 bet then Take to de- 
n no more than hat e eſteem to be the 
ee pr clear mont 8 | 
elongin to any Com © ws of Men | 

"legally 1 corbgran A 4 | an oint 
"Stock. "And tis beyond all Diſpute, that | 
" ſerjous Man way laudably purchaſe fluch Stock, 
"with ntention to fhate in ehe fair Profits 
Which may be gainet! by kit; or if he finds 
| 4J 


t 


- 


1 better Opportunity of employing 


nere e eee e eee eee. 


1 


his Money, 
may as teputably ſell it again; bur this is not 
ht 1 conceive can — properly call'd, * Sroth= 


b 1e 2 6 tum ©. IL Ke Nen 


But ſome deſig wing peo 4 mord Gen- 
es than Honeſty 77. np dur Age introductd 


4 rote and Nauddlent Kind" of Traffick, be- 
gun by a Deception, in dividing out large 
Portions of the Principal Stock, undet the 
Notibn of Profit, (which was-notorioully: tlie 
Caſe of the Old Eil Iadia Company, Whatever 
others may have done ſince) whereby People 
were deludecł into a much higher / Opinion of 
the Value of thoſe Stocks than they were really 
worth, ſo that they bought at extravagant 
prices, and found hem ſelves at laſt to be ckeat- 
ed of their / Money. From this deceptious Be- 
ginning it is Within theſe late Tears grown up 
7 form the greateſt Branch of Negotiation 
chat was. ever: tranſacted in the World, ant 
Men now engage themſelves in it without 
any Regard to Reaſon or Computation; the 
Cunning indeed with no Opinion :oforits 
Worth, or that che Management of the Buſineſs 
can afford them any any proportionable Gain, 
but meerly to ſell cheir Stock again at an ad. 
vanc'd Price, and leave the credulous and un- 
wary to bear the Loſs, which muſt inevitabſhõ 
all upon thec; in the End: and this Sort of 
Dealing i is what we properly call-Srock-Jobbing. 


J0o conſider! more particularly the preſent 


State of this) pernicious Commerce amont 
us, When almoſt all Sorts of People who 'ave 


able tun headlong into it, to the Neglect bf 


their 


boneſt of 2 35 4. f0 d 
. tions, and to „dat 
Detriment of the Trade of the Nation; {6 


N __ the Stocks are wroiight: up to an imagi- 


nary Value ſo much above their real Fund, 18 
thid it is apparent that they i whaſe Mands 
it reſts, (as it muſt needs ia ſome) at the laſt 
will loſe gteatlyl . by: it; ſon Iuſtanee in the 
three moſt eonlicable Branches. B VG nog 
„We will ſuppoſe the Capital Stock of the 
Bank to be 100 f. (tho tis: uſually reckoned 
but 90) and ag dt affords a Dividend of 8 l. per 
Amun, the Improvement is ſo conſiderable, 
chat, if it were perpetual; it might well be va- 
\Ived to be worth 260 4. but as — dich 
+of it is precarious}: if the Government ſhould 
be in a Condition (as we hope they will) to 
pay off the Funda in 7 Tears, we ought not to 
_ «eſtimatethe real Value of it at more than 1201. 
hat a Candition then will they be in uh 
have bought 10 at zg. and ſhall hold it to 
i6he laſt N ni Saule operas won t 
The Ee India Stock i is yet much worſe ; far 
-tho' it gives a Dividend 12 toll per Cent. yet 
many underſtanding People are of the 2 
that the Profit o the Trade cannot afford ſo 
much without breaking in upon the Principal; 
-Howavcryc Abere is n 
, that their Capital is ſo much improv?d 
Nos be really worth one third Fart of the 
.Which it is no- ſold for; 921 Mv 71 7 nilge(h 


all Senſe: and Rea ſon; à Set of cra 


o apparent Reaſon rodup- | 
Price 28 7 


But the South-Sea Stock- f is riſen to ſo mon- 
* an Exceſs, that it puts an Affront upon 
ſty Men 
ng anderm ben to delude the K into 
413073 a 
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Prices, that th 
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Bubblers ſhoutd have publiff'd to the World, 


an Ofinichj thar they cin, bi a:little 'horws pace - 
Management, make a ſingle Onit become 
— 2 97 . — knows) char if what 
chene — aiſb Tratle ſhould be 
fade gotd ett 1405 * their 
talſtan — 4600 hich is not at preſen 
Way of Improvement that gives! — 
than, 1 per deten, to be divided in an equal 
Ger '8mohbg all the Proprietors: i 
750 indetd, that they make a She of dividing 
l. der Cent. but this muſt either draw 1g 
zur of che Capital, or (which is the Pretence) 
it muff ariſe aug of the Gain which. is made 
the Advance of the Subſcriptiotis, which, wv 
it is well 'confidered, will appear to de a meer 
e; ſor ifa [tzhe Subſcriptions were com- 
plated, and the whole Sum were paid in, 
(chich' may adventure to ſay will never be; 
i che high Subſcribers come to ſee wines 
Cafe they are in) it would be ſo fat from fuiſ 
any Gain to thoſt wie came in at the high 
would only be made the 
Dupes to contribbre to che extravagant Gains 
of ſuch ho putcha fed at the lo Weft, every with 
the Loſs of more than their whole! Principal: 
this Contriranee being much "the ſame as if 
we Hould ſüppoſe, that a Parcel of the late 


that they hid/Uiſcover'd a rich Mins, wherein 
they have already employed 1000 J. which 
has, indeed, as yet? yielded" them but 51. per 
'Cent: 5. ver Ain. ' Profit; however e eve taken 


A Lei e of it for 7 ears, and | ſhall make it 
—_ profitable if they<an\ increaſe their Stock 


ro 


* a 7 9 * I * | F * * * n | | * ' | 
and APA | 1 : 
„ -® 
— 
F 7 16 1 


to 12000 la then they ſend vt their E iſfaries * | 


to »magn] fit àhd er up their Project {133 
where, and: ler ſoeme Mentof Figure into gh 

Secret that by their Countenancę and Encop- 
age ent the Multitude may obe drawn. in org 
feribe to it at the Projecters own Terms; 
forthe firſt Fatty of Subſerihers agree i 

zo. on Condition to be intitled te gh 


0 


d benth Patt of the Annual Proßts, agd-the 


Capital Stock; and this is preſently talk d up 
tobe ſo advantageous à Bargain, that the 
Price riſes, and the Managers publiſh a ſecond 

ubſaription, ſor People to pay 400 l. for 
the like tenth. Part; then a third Party pay 
J000 l. ſor a tenth Part; 8 high Opinion 

ohe Project ſtill; increaſing, a fourth Party 
are perſwaded to ſubſcribe no ſeſs than rooool. 
| bai be admitted to the tenth Part of the im- 
menſe Riches; which they are told will be 
gain'd by this inexhauſtible Mige; and laſtly, 
to//make;/'vp;.thte ꝓropos d Stock of 42000 l. 
they take in a fiſthf Party of, Subſeribers, at 
the ame Price with the ſormer z but after all 
the, great kene ende Under- 
taleing appears co have been capable of pro- 
Aueing no more than, a yearly Dividend of 


1 pet Cent. pen Hnn. from the fair Manage- 
hegt and the Myſtery of the Gain will be 


found to be goly- HM: this, that -when the Stock 


comes to he divided at the End of the Term, 
the Projectors, and the two firſt Parcels of 


auhſeribe cer have trick'd the laſt out of 124901. 


behides, their) Loſs, of ſo much as the, yearly 


Dividend falls hort of the: Intereſt, of their 
2 . e Money; 
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pay in 
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3 > Original Stock 0 - 0000 - Receives 5-10th parts 21099 gets 11990 [. 
8 fo 1 Subſcrigion at 3000 * 1-Toth part 4200 gets | 1200 »Gain'd 12409 
a 2 3 JJC | | | 
28 2d BUS: at 4000 - Receives 1-10th part 4200 gets 200 
JS: 8 5 92 
S 234 Sub. at 5009 Receives 1-toth part 4200 loſes 800 
"= .* | . : i * | ; 
mou 8 - 4thSub, at 10000 Receives 1-10th part 4200 loſes 5800 Loſs d 12409 
I - -- ee Lb 5. | 1 
v JItb Sub. at 10000 Receives 1-10th part 4200 loles 5800 
SE =-- —— — — 
ON - 42000 ©. ©. 42000 
S. 35 | 
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"Fs be betete mote pitricalar in eig. 
mining the prefent Management o _ VE 
Sea Sompany according to this Rule; iuppoling * 
(which anner indeed be reafonably ſuppoſed) 
that the hαe ſhould be filled at about 10001. 
per Cent. So as to encreaſe a. Stock of 40 Milli- 
3 ons vo 466 Millions, and that this were all paid 
in, and to be employ'd'for 7 Years in an Im- 

provement which 1 


4 ould yield a — 4 2 
7 ent. (which alſo-could not he poſſible, be- * 
W the Sbole Commerce ha the Nation 
Would not take up ſo vaſt a Sum) this would © «+ 
amd unt to 26 Millions to be divided Annually; - 
2 prodigious Gain, and a mighty Income in-“ 
deen; hut gnly for rhe Benefit of thoſe who? 
came in at the lower Prizes, and to the ruin- © 
ous Lofß of the higheſt Subſcribers, for they F 
contd pretend to receive no more of theſe bulky F - 
Sum tian in Proportion to one-tenth PartY -- 
of the Money they had paid in, ſo that as he 

_ who bought his Stock for 1001, is to have 1000/.Y © 
+formis Jhare- of theſe 400 Millions, he, on theY 
"eotttrary,, who pays 10601. for: but 1001. Stock, 

zs igtitled to no greater Part than that ſiogleW. ' 
hundred Pound out of all thoſe Millions, but 
 his-Lofs will be yet more than that, though 
he pays in his Money at ten half-yearly Fay. 
ments, and receives the Company's dividend 
of ol. per Cent. half. yearly alſo, as may bg 
demonstrated by the following Scheme : 
| HS - id” "4 
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5 Ade 2 10 3 163 16 0 To receive 10 Remains 92 10 6 
192. 10 o Intereſt 4 16 3 nnles-197 96 75 receive 10 Remains 187 o 3 
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WOK 384. 10 oInereft 9 9-12 3 maker2394 6 80 5 3 10 Remaing 384. 02 2 
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690. 15 6 Intereſt ry oF « 6 makes 708-03 » : receive 10 Remains 698-03 O 0 


7 oF - «Intereſt» 1} '9 o makes 818 52 0 0 
Pay ico 08 9 * 65 ontercſt 23 16 o makes 930 16% -receive to Remins 920 16 0 
JReſt 32 5 ie 16 olntereſt 43 10 6 makes1046 66.6. 3 de 10 Remaict 1036 o6 p 
ah Year Troy 1035 06 G 4 Years Intereſt 31 16 3.makes"1088 02.9 -- receive 20 Remains 1068 02 9 
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Beides, 33 tis gertaim that none of their 


1 


being for ehe future) employed to reap any 


higher Advantage chan 51. per Cent. this Di. 


yidend. of. 20 4. per Cent. being 16 1. more than 
15, really gain d, muſt conſequently be taken 
opt of the Capital, and ſo there would be 
dthing to tecelve-at the End of the ) Years, 
then-the Loſs would be above 1100. 


And thus it is notorious that this 2 


Projet has no? ſolrd or real Foundation; from 
whieh any honeft Profit, above the. 5 lp per 


Cent. can be expetted; hut, on the contrary, 


is contriv'd and earried ond with all the Art 
und Cunning poſfible, to- amuſe People, and 
draw them in by a- falſe View of immenſe 
Gains, to engage in an Undertaking wherein 
more than their Whole Money is to be ſacri - 


fie'd to rhe Avarice and Fraud of the Pro- 
5-4 *y £3 _ ” 1 c 1 1 x - | 


ſectats./ © .< 


7 0 M4 & png | l l 5 
Tis true indeed, that many of thoſe who 


gere in- this Stock, know well enough, the 
Fallary of it, and therefore they buy it with 
no Intention to keep it, but only that, by 
taking the Advantage of the ſtrong Faſcina- 
tions the People are under at this Time, they 
may ſell ir again to Profit; bat they would 
do well to Fonſider, chat in ſo tickliſn a 
Commodity no Body is-ſafe, but he who gets 
rid of it in Time; for as certain as all former 
* chimerical} SzruQures, raisd upon the like 
narrow Foundation as this, have tumbled 
down as ia were at once, ſg mult this as ſoon 
5 | as 
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Stock is at preſent (or in any Probability of 
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as Men gro cool enough to look a bout them 
nd fee the Danger they are in; but hen 
e Trap falls, many of thoſe who thought 
chemfelves canning enough to eſcape, will 
be caught as well as therfimple. 2 ne 
But to a Man who makes Profeſſion of 
Honeſty and Religion, I would recommend 
the Examination of this Tranſaction by a pa- 
rallel Inſtance: Suppoſe an Acquaintance in- 
vites him to be concerned in a Traffick of 
buying and felling ſalſe Money; he tells him 
tis indeed made of a Counterfeit- Metal, but 
fo well coloured and fo finely ſtamp'd that 
it will paſs currently for good Silver and laws 
ful Coin; that the Value of the Metal in a 
Shilling is really worth a Penny, which he 
will ſell him for Three-pence, whereby he will 
get Profit enough, becauſe others will alſo be 

willing to trade in it for the ſake of the Gain 
they expect to make by it; nay, he tells him 
of another Perſon, who, though he knows the 
true Worth of it, will give him Four- pence for 
it, becauſe he again knows where to ſell it for 
Ten-pence, and that third Perſon deals with 
ſome ignorant People who will take it for a ſull 
Shilling; 'tis true, indeed, he owns, that when 
the Falſity of this Money come to be diſcover- 
ed and publickly known, all thoſe: in whoſe 
Hands it remains at the laſt, would be abomi- 
nably cheated, becauſe they could get no more 
than one Penny for their Shilling, but yet 
the firſt Utterers of this Money were not Re- 
proachable for the Fraud, becauſe they ſold 
a * 
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it ee none but ſuch who knew) what it was 


as, well as themſelves: I would now ask wa” - 
Whether be thought he might with a gc j 
Conſcience engage himſelf in ſuch a Com- 
merce? And then, whether he could ſee any 4 
Difference in the Reaſon and Nature of the 


Thing, between dealing in a falſe Commodity 
ora Stock which muſt apparently end in a, 
Cheat; and the trading in ſalſe Money??? 
have now ſaid enough to ſhew you my, 
Sentiments in this Matter; and I will confelg 
80 you, that I cannot without ſome Concern, 
fee! ſo many Men of Sobriety, and who have 
long liv'd in the Profeſſion of Religion and a 
good Conſcience, enter with the reſt of the 
old into this vile Way of Traffick, meerly 
- Out of a covetous Deſire. of growing rich at 
once: But I am old enough (tho' you are not) 
to remember the Time (above fifty Years paſt) 
when many ſober People had ſo great a reli - 
gious Awe upon their Minds, that they were 
not only cautious. of uſing ſuperfluous Word 
in their buying and ſelling, but even eclin'd 
dealinganſuch-Contmodities, or exerciſmg ſuch 
Trades as they thought tended to Evil; ho 
much more then would they have abhorr id 
the meddling wich any fore of 5 et fobbing 
Whatſoever? as a Buſineſs founded upon no- 
thing that is ſolid, rational, or honeſt, but 
meerly upon Artiſice, Trick, and Catch; and 
which, you know, was for many Tears ſince its 
coming into Practice, looked upon as odious 
-and contemptible; although I am cold that now, 
84 N not 
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there is no Poſſibility of 
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Hof only conſiderable Men among the Diſfet- 
ters, but even ſome of their Preachers have 
been deeply engaged in it, which 1 believe 
would net have paſs'd without Cenſure or Ro- 
proof, if the Tenderneſs of thoſe primitive 


imes had not been in great Meafure loſt. 


I muſt not yet end without telling you, 


that if I had not known you to be a ſerious 
Man, and ſuppos'd that you would not com- 
municate this Letter but to ſuch as you believ'd 
to have ſome Veneration for Religion, I ſhould 
not have taken the Liberty of ſpeaking ſo free-- 
ly upon that Topick, becauſe at a Time when 
Libertinifm prevails ſo much, ſome Men are 
too apt to ridicule any Expreſſions which 
may favour of more, Piety than is agree- 
able to their Taſte : fuch, however, may do 
well to confider, that if they believe a future 
State of Happineſs, and deſire their Souls 
ſhould partake therein, there is no other 
Way toattain it, but by becoming (not in 
Name but in Practice) good Chriſtians, and 

oming good Chri- 
ſtians, but by obeying the Laws of Chriſt ; - 
nor can this Obedience be  perform'd any 
otherwiſe than through the Mortification of 
our own Sel-love, and living in a continual 
Self-denial, not only with Reſpe& to ſuper- 
fluous Riches, bur alſo, in reſtraining all other 
inordinate Defires and Affections: And for 


ſuch who have ever felt in their Hearts true 


Repentance, Contrition, and a godly Sorrow 


for Sin, I know that they will not be dif 


guſted 


W 


guſted at my- mentioning of:' ſpiritual Exer- 
cifes, * becauſe: they have been, made ſenſible 
through their own Experiences, that the Soul 
is as capable of. inward and ſpiritual Labours 

and Exerciſes, as the Body is of outward; and 
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